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Abstract: The research main focus is to analyse homelessness from an interpersonal network analysis perspective. As the base of the analysis a survey was used which was conducted during the Mobile TB Prevention Program of Hungarian Maltese Charity Service. The sample consisted of 2180 homeless people who went through the health examination during the one year of the program. The research, beside the basic socio-demographic features of homeless people, examines the role of the lack of housing, job and money (poverty) in becoming homelessness, and the connection between these factors and the lack of interpersonal relations of homeless people. The main hypothesis was that the lack of strong personal relations has a major role in becoming homeless, and those homeless people who still have relations are in better situation and have more chance to get out from homelessness.
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Abstract: The authors compare the results of a survey carried out in France in 2001 on people using shelters and hot meal distribution with those from the 1996 enumeration in Quebec and the survey of users of services for homeless people carried out in Quebec in 1998-1999. In order to compare these results stemming from different contexts and methodologies, the authors define a common field which includes homeless, isolated people, aged 25 or over who use the assistance services of very large cities on an average day. The results indicate several similarities with regard to socio-demographic characteristics, living conditions as well as family, occupational, and health history; but they also indicate differences, notably in the proportion of foreigners among the two homeless populations.

AMISTANI C. (2003). "Les femmes sans domicile : domination sociale et ambiguïté de la prise en charge" [Homeless Women: Social Domination and Ambiguity of Support]. In GABORIAU P., TERROLLE D. (eds), Ethnologie des sans-logis. Etude d'une forme de domination sociale. Paris: L'Harmattan (Logiques sociales. Documents), 102-133.
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Abstract: An ethnographic study of the seasonality of the homeless population in France carried out in Paris and in Clermont-Ferrand, funded by Plan Urbain. Accommodation, food, clothing, health, and hygiene were studied. The authors also studied the activities of the various public and private organisations concerned with the homeless, the relations that the homeless have with these organisations and how these organisations operate.

AMOSSÉ T., DOUSSIN A., FIRDION J.-M., MARPSAT M. and others (2001). "Vie et santé des jeunes sans domicile ou en situation précaire : enquête INED, Paris et petite couronne" [Living Conditions and Health Status of Homeless and Vulnerable Young People: INED Survey, Paris and Inner Suburbs]. Questions d'économie de la santé, (40), 1-4.
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Abstract: Within the context of a pilot study carried out by INED in the winter of 1998 on a sample of young homeless or vulnerable people aged 16 to 24 in Paris and the inner suburbs (which follows on from a survey carried out in 1995), qualitative and quantitative information were collected in order to obtain a general idea of the situation and the experiences of the young respondents. Among the numerous topics addressed, this publication focuses on this population’s health, recourse to health care, and access to health insurance.
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ANKER J., CHRISTENSEN I., SKOVGAARD R.T., STAX T.B. (2002).  Kommunal boliganvisning til almene familieboliger [The Municipal Assignment to Non-profit Housing]. Copenhagen, DK: The Danish National Institute for Social Research (Working paper, 24:2002).
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ARBONVILLE D. (2000). "Normalisation de l'habitat et accès au logement entre 1984 et 1992. Une étude du parc 'social de fait'" [Residential Standardization and Housing Access, 1984-1992. A Study of the Stock of Low-quality, Low-cost Dwellings]. In MARPSAT M., FIRDION J.-M. (eds), La rue et le foyer. Une recherche sur les sans-domicile et les mal-logés dans les années 90. Paris: PUF / INED (Travaux et Documents, Cahiers n° 144), 31-62.
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Abstract: The factors which favour entry into and exit from the homeless situation are still not well-known, due to the methodological problems of monitoring people with no accommodation of their own. This report examines the advantages and disadvantages (ethical issues, cost, methodological and practical problems) of several approaches: panel data, the use of management files such as those of homeless shelters, the presence of retrospective questions on any possible episodes of homelessness in surveys on the general population.

AVENEL M., DAMON J. (ed.). (2003). Etudes et Résultats, (277). Special Issue: Les contacts avec les intervenants sociaux des sans-domicile usagers des services d'hébergement et de distribution de repas chauds : quel recours aux institutions, aux prestations et aux professionnels des secteurs sanitaire et social ? [Homeless users of shelters and hot meal distribution and contact with social workers: demand for institutions, services, and professionals from the health and social sectors].
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Abstract: Presentation of the results of INSEE’s survey (carried out in France during the winter of 2001 on 4,084 people using free shelter and meal services), concerning the respondents’ use of social or health services and organisations, contact methods, and perception of social assistance. This article provides an estimate of non recourse to RMI (income support).

AVRAMOV D. (ed.). (1999). Coping with Homelessness: Issues to be Tackled and Best Practices in Europe. Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing.
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Keywords: HUNGARY / EUROPE / PROGRAM / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY

Abstract: This edition of series of Periferia Füzetek is dedicated to show a pilot program which intended to reintegrate homeless to the labour market. Two research accompanied the program (1) examination of the 1200 homeless people who volunteered to the program through a questionnaire, motivation tests and personal interviews (2) on the base of the first examination 317 homeless were selected to the participate in the program among whom a further, more detailed survey was conducted. The survey examined the basic socio demographic features of the homeless people, their housing carrier, intergeneration mobility in the case of education, and their spatial mobility. One of the main results of the survey was the homeless came from lower class family, their last housing was more substandard than the average though their worst housing where they lived was the housing of their childhood. In the case of younger homeless it was generally true that they could not even enter into the housing market. The book also discusses the methodological issues and the results of the pilot program. 
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BENASSI D. (1994). "Lungo i confini dell'esclusione sociale a Milano: l'immigrazione dall'Italia meridionale" [Along the borders of social exclusion in Milan: immigration from South Italy]. Marginalita' e Societa', 85-112.
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BÉNYEI Z. (1999). "Téli krízisellátás utcai étkeztetés 1998/99 telén Budapesten" [Winter Crisis Service Street Food Provision in the winter 1998/99 in Budapest]. Periféria Füzetek, 1, 2-28.
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Abstract: The survey of the mobile tea-service users was repeated in 1998, 1999 as well, only the number of questions was increased and in 1999 the survey was asked together with the survey of the homeless shelters. The number of the cases was 807 in 1998 and 353 in 1999. The results of the 1998-1999 surveys were very similar to the one in 1997: only half the service users was rough sleepers and significant part of them stayed in some kind of dwellings. The conclusion of the study was that the street social work related to rough sleepers should strengthen and increased in order to reach more rough sleepers.  

BÉNYEI Z., GURÁLY Z., GYÓRI P., MEZEI Gy. (1999). "After Ten Years, Report on the Homeless in Budapest - 1999". In Homelessness in Europe International Conference. (Hajszolt, Balatonföldvár - Hungary, 28-30 October 1999).
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Abstract: The paper introduce the structure and the aim of the survey that was asked on February 3rd  in 1999 in the homeless night-shelters and hostels (that is repeated yearly since then) and it summarizes the results of another survey that was conducted in 1997-1999 at mobile tea-service stations. The paper also discuss the different categories of homeless definition (roofless, effective homeless, flatless, homeless) and the causes of homelessness. It states that during the nineties the structural reasons of homelessness was emphasized while the individual life events were neglected because a simplified discourse was needed to establish the homeless institution system. The other important result of the paper is that it examines what group of homeless people use the shelters and hostels. It states that these institutions are mainly used by the flatless rather than the roofless. The paper sees this phenomenon as a main dysfunction both of the homeless providing and the housing system.
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Abstract: The research examined features of those people who used the mobile tea- service in Budapest. The mobile tea service was operated since 1993 in order to provide rough sleepers with the basic goods (food, clothes, shoes). Because the demand for the service increased substantially between 1993-94 therefore the service providers (NGOs) conducted a survey among those who used the service. It was a point in time survey with three questions (age, where did you sleep last night, why did not you sleep in a shelter) at the service stations (mainly in big squares of the city). The number of the participants was 851 persons. The result was that only less than the half of the service users was rough sleepers, almost 30% slept in a dwelling and 27% in homeless shelters.

BERGAMASCHI M. (1997). "La carriera nella strada tra rotture e assestamenti provvisori" [Homeless careers between breaks and arrangements]. In GUIDICINI P., SGROI E. (a cura di), Valori, territorio, ambiente. Milan: FrancoAngeli, 195-173.
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BLASI G. (1994). "And We Are Not Seen. Ideological and Political Barriers to Understanding Homelessness". American Behavioral Scientist, 37 (4), 563-586.
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Abstract: An analysis of some social effects of the multiplication of research on the homeless population and notably the change in attitude of leaders regarding the issue of homeless people and a certain lassitude that the confusion caused by the results of studies on the subject has provoked in public opinion.

BONADONNA F. (2001). Il nome del barbone. Vite di strada e povertà estreme in Italia [The name of the vagrant. Street life and extreme poverty in Italy]. Roma: DeriveApprodi.
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BREITNER P. (1999). "A hajléktalanná válás lépcsõfokai" [The stages of becoming homeless]. Esély, 1, 84-108.
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Abstract: The study discusses the role of disorders that happens in different stages of personality development in becoming homeless. The study is based on interviews that were made in 1995-1996 among homeless people in Hungary but only deals with those ones that were made with male homeless in Budapest (approx 40 interviews).

BREITNER P., GÚRALY Z., GYÓRI P. (2002). Kérdések és válaszok a hajléktalanságról [Questions and Answers Related to Homelessness]. Budapest: Menhely Alapítvány.
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Abstract: The paper was written for educational purposes with aim to help the public to understand the phenomenon of homelessness. The paper discusses the history of homelessness, personal and social causes of homelessness, the lifestyle of homeless and the different subgroups of homeless in an everyday language.

BRESSON M. (1998). "Les sans domicile fixe et le temps. La place du domicile dans la construction des repères temporels" [The Homeless and Time: The Place of Domicile in the Constuction of Temporal Reference Points]. Revue française des affaires sociales, (3), 107-124.
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Abstract: The article reveals the importance of the home in the construction of temporal reference points, and the problems that the homeless face with the constraints of institutions’ timetables and regulations. But this destructurization is accompanied by the reconstruction of new reference points which make it possible to adapt to the constraints of homeless living.
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BROUSSE C., ROCHÈRE B. DE LA, MASSÉ E. (2002). "Hébergement et distribution de repas chauds. Qui sont les sans-domicile usagers de ces services?" [Shelter and Hot Meals. Catering for the Homeless. Which Homeless People Use these Services?]. Insee Première, (824), 1-4.
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Abstract: Presentation of the results of INSEE’s survey (carried out in France during the winter of 2001 on 4,084 people using shelters and free meal services), regarding the socio-demographic profile of the respondents, their residential biography (including their use of shelters), and their income.

BROUSSE C., ROCHÈRE B. DE LA, MASSÉ E. (2002). "Hébergement et distribution de repas chauds. Le cas des sans-domicile" [Shelter and Hot Meals. Catering for the Homeless.]. Insee Première, (823), 1-4.
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Abstract: An estimate, based on the INSEE survey carried out during the winter of 2001, of the number of people using the shelter and meal services in France and the presentation of results with regard to their socio-demographic characteristics, the living conditions of French-speaking adults, and the places where they sleep.

BRUIN D. DE, MIJERMAN C. E.A. (2003). Zwerven in de 21e eeuw. Een exploratief onderzoek naar geestelijke gezondheidsproblematiek en overlast van dak- en thuislozen. [Vagrancy in the 21th century. A survey among the mental health of homeless, in relation to annoying behaviour]. Utrecht: Centrum voor Verslavingsonderzoek.
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Abstract: An exploring study on a national scale that provides an insight of the relation between mental health problems of the homeless and annoyance by homeless. Therefore 500 homeless are interviewed in 20 towns. And a number of experts are interviewed as well. 
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Budapesti Szociális Forrásközpont (1997). Hajléktalanok ellátását végzõ intézmények felmérése. Empirikus kutatás Budapest fõváros I. - XXIII. kerületeiben, Fejér, Nógrád és Pest megyékben, 1997 december [Survey on the homeless service providing institutions. Empirical Research in districts I. -XXIII of Budapest and in the counties Fejér, Nógrád and Pest]. Budapest: Budapesti Szociális Forrásközpont.
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Abstract: 47 homeless care institutions were examined, among them 29 were located in Budapest, the other 16 in surrounding settlements.  The aim of the survey was to examine how the homeless care institutions complete their basic task. The institutions had to complete a questionnaire which examined the following issues: status and mobility of homeless people in institutions, type of institutions, physical conditions of the buildings, location of the institutions in the settlements, the management’s attitude toward financing the institution, the qualifications and skills of employees, financing system and financial needs of institutions and the degree to which the institutions meet the legal requirements.

BURNAM A.M., KOEGEL P. (1988). "Methodology for Obtaining a Representative Sample of Homeless Persons - The Los Angeles Skid Row Study". Evaluation Review, 12 (2), 117-152.
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Abstract: This article, published shortly after the launching of the first surveys in the United States on the homeless, remains topical from a methodological point of view. It is a critique of the street survey carried out on a given night by the Rossi team in Chicago. The authors present a survey carried out in Los Angeles whose methodology is more reliable, although it requires much time and effort. They introduce their method while insisting on the importance of constituting the samples.
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Abstract: The author places the New York and Philadelphia experiments within the context of other examples, describes and criticises certain points in the method of Dennis P. Culhane and discusses how the structures established for the homeless can have an influence on the statistics.
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Abstract: For the author, the growth in the phenomenon of homelessness during the 1980’s, and the changes in the socio-demographic characteristics of this population are rooted in the socio-economic development of the United States. Effective action should therefore target the causes of this phenomenon and not only emergency situations.
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Abstract: A description and comparison of the advantages and disadvantages of several methods of studying the homeless in order to choose the type of survey to use according to the type of level (local, regional, or national), feasibility, cost, and the resource persons available (reception centres, services, rural areas, children, streets, etc.).

BURT M.R., ARON L.Y., DOUGLAS T., VALENTE J., LEE E., IWEN B. (1999). Homelessness: Programs and the People they Serve. Findings of the National Survey of Homeless Assistance Providers and Clients. Summary Report. Washington: Urban Institute.
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Abstract: An analysis of a survey on the homeless, carried out in 1987 on American cities with over 100,000 inhabitants. 1,704 individuals were interviewed in soup kitchens and shelters using a probability sampling. The survey includes information on the demographic characteristics, trajectory, occupational and economic situation, etc. of the homeless. This article focuses on three particular categories, namely single men, single women, and women with children.
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Abstract: This book presents a survey about services for homeless people in Spain. Its main aim is describe and analyse the social action in Spain with homeless people, describing how many services for this population are in Spain, how they are, what kind of professional works in them, etc. Some of the results of this study are: the services for homeless people in Spain are mainly in the cities, new kinds of services were developed in the last years but not enough, etc.
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Abstract: This book tries to be useful for the organisations that works with homeless people. It gives some information to planning interventions for homeless people and describes some best practice from different countries.
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Abstract: This book describes a sociological study about homeless people (N=159), developed in Madrid in 1996 in different kind of services for this population. It describes relevant characteristics of the homeless people about health, social network, family background, etc. 
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Abstract: An assessment of research concerning the homeless and more particularly those suffering from mental illnesses. Presentation of a method targeting the different services specialising in this category of the population and tested during the "Homeless Research Demonstration Project" in 1992. The authors note the general disengagement of researchers, as well as of the medical services and their clients. The authors recommend that better acquaintance should be made of the decision-makers so as to encourage them to invest in this field.
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Abstract: An ethnographic study based on the results of a 1990 survey on a hundred homeless people (65 of whom were interviewed) who participated in a protest movement in 1987 in Portland. The study calls into question the concept of homeless people as passive and disaffiliated individuals. The study shows how they have constructed a social network and positive identities through this movement.
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Abstract: The authors take into account the reasons for the considerable variations in the numbers of homeless people namely, the different definitions of homeless people, the political manipulation of figures, and the manner in which the concepts are translated into the practice of institutions. They plead for the establishment of reliable estimates of the homeless and of vulnerable populations, which would make it possible to establish reference points in order to act preventatively.
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Abstract: A comparative report of the different results of studies on the homeless carried out by 21 Member-States of the Council of Europe. It discusses the different definitions, the number and the characteristics of the homeless, the processes and causes, the legislation and regulations, the actions on the ground and more general actions, and public opinion.
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Abstract: An evaluation of the method used in 1990 by interviewers from the Census Bureau to enumerate the homeless in Los Angeles. The observers analyse the conditions that led to between 59 and 70% of the homeless population not being counted: linguistic problems, an incomplete list of sites, the lack of experience of the interviewers, the homeless fleeing from the police and the media...

COWAN C.D. (1991). "Estimating census and survey undercounts through multiple service contacts". Housing Policy Debate, 2 (3), 869-882.


Keywords: USA / AUSTRALIA / METHODOLOGY / CONTACT-RECONTACT / SAMPLE / COUNT / NUMBER ESTIMATION / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY / 1980s


Abstract: An explanation of the significant differences between the results of surveys and research on the homeless carried out since the 1980s: the diversity of methods used, the specificities of the places surveyed, the various financial possibilities, and the political manipulation of the figures. The article also presents some new methods for censuses and sampling (notably capture-recapture and sampling “in time and space...).
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Abstract: This report concerns the activities developed by the Mental Health and Social Exclusion (MHSE) Network, an initiative supported by the Mental Health Europe, and describe a study called «To live in Health and Dignity», project set out to identify good practice in the delivery of health and social care to homeless people. This study was developed in ten capital cities of the European Union (Athens, Berlin, Madrid, Copenhagen, Brussels, Lisbon Helsinki, London, Paris and Rome); in it they set out to identify and describe services that have tried to improve the delivery of health and social services to homeless people. After that the study assessed the situation of the users of the projects. This report shows the methodology and the results of the study. 
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Abstract: Based on an ethnographic survey of 15 homeless social movement organisations (SMOs), the authors evaluate and classify the resources of these organisations and compare them with the viability that they provide the SMOs, and the effects on their tactics.
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Abstract: Using qualitative comparative analysis to assess ethnographically derived data on 15 homeless social movement organisations (SMOs) located in 8 cities, the authors study the way their organisational, tactical and political framework influence their outcomes.
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Abstract: The method used for counting the homeless has an effect on the results of the enumeration. Censuses at a given date under-estimate the size of the population, excluding people whose status varies from one period to another. The estimates obtained with Dennis P. Culhane’s new method in New York and Philadelphia relate to a whole year, which has caused the size of the homeless population to triple.
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Abstract: Using the dispatches of Agence France-Presse (AFP), this work studies the imposition of a new term “sans domicile fixe”, and of its abbreviation SDF (meaning “with no permanent residence” and describing the homeless). This term, which names a population and a social problem, is largely used to describe people who were previously characterised as tramps and vagrants. At the same time, the term remains ambiguous and covers a broad range of situations, and has different connotations.
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Abstract: The research tries to estimate the size of homeless population in Budapest by using two different sampling methods: snowball and capture-recapture method. For the estimation three data sets were used: the surveys of the participants of tuberculosis survey in 1996-1998, the names of those who spend at least one night in the municipal shelters/hostels in 1997, the names of those who were treated in the biggest emergency hospital in Budapest in 1997. The main result of the study is the estimation of the size of homeless population for 1999, which is 8,000-10,000 persons.
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Abstract: The study analyses the survey and the results of the TB examination that were made in the frame of Mobile TB Prevention Program in 1995-97 with the special emphasis on the spread of TB among homeless and the general health condition of homeless. One of the big advantage of the prevention program was that also those homeless could be screened who did not stay in shelters. The results of homeless’ health condition were compared to other researches that were made earlier by other researchers. During 1995-96 2147 homeless were screened and among them 130 had TB. A more detailed survey was made with 78 homeless who had TB, the results showed that this subpopulation generally single, lonely man, around fifty years old, unemployed and was homeless for a long time.
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Abstract: Using articles from the press, the authors study the attitudes of social groups regarding the homeless and the corresponding urban policies.
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Abstract: A qualitative study from a sociological point of view on daily life and survival strategies of the street homeless in Amsterdam, and two other cities. 
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Abstract: A quantitative survey based on questionnaires that estimates the number and characteristics of rough sleepers in Amsterdam. The study shows a decrease in the amount of rough sleepers in the period between 1995 and 2001. 
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Abstract: The authors present some results for the Paris urban area from INSEE’s survey on people using shelters and hot meal services in France: people who have no home (three quarters of the respondents), and their characteristics, as well as the main differences between the Paris urban area and the rest of the metropolis.
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Abstract: In order to better estimate the homeless population and its needs, the author analyses the feasibility, cost, possible strategies, and the validity of 14 surveys which could make it possible to include people living in public spaces or in institutions which are not intended for them (prisons, hospitals, etc.) among the homeless population surveyed.
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Abstract: Using results from a survey carried out on 908 people by the Research Triangle Institute in 1991, this report analyses drug use among the homeless of the District of Columbia Metropolitan Statistical Area (DC MSA, USA). Other phenomena are discussed, such as alcoholism, criminality, mental and physical health, and employment...
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Abstract: This report summarises the results of a survey on drug use among the homeless and mobile populations carried out on 908 persons by the Research Triangle Institute in the metropolitan area of Washington DC in 1991 in shelters, soup kitchens, on the street... The survey also deals with alcoholism, criminality, and health problems...
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Abstract: An evaluation of the enumeration of the homeless in New Orleans in 1990, carried out by the Census Bureau. The census carried out in shelters seems reliable, but the one carried out on the street, although more successful in other larger cities, is more problematic.
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Abstract: This survey on 74 homeless people reveals that homeless people are four times more likely to declare to have been placed in care than is estimated for the general population. The authors formulate hypotheses on the linkages between placement in care and problems occurring in adult life.
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Abstract: The aim of the research was to examine the capacity of and the demand for nursing and rehabilitation homes for homeless. During the research examined the family doctor service, the nursing departments of institutions, homeless nursing-homes and rehabilitation homes. The sample included at least two institutions from each county and from the capital. The main results of the research were as follows. The separation of the "family doctor service" of homeless from the general provision was seen as a positive development by the experts and doctors because it could more effectively meet the special need of homeless. The majority of homeless have access to this service. A significant shortage was found regarding the provision of homeless who were released from hospital but still needed nursing service. Significant shortage was shown also in elderly homes and rehabilitation homes for homeless. The research made some policy recommendation as well: family doctor service should be established in each county seats with a social worker, the capacity of the specialized health service (psychiatry, dermatology etc) should be increased, one nursing-home, one elderly-home and one rehabilitation home should be established in every county, and one nursing-home for chronically ill homeless by regions.
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Abstract: From an INSEE survey carried out in France in 2001, the author compares the situation of those aged 50 or over with that of the other people who use shelters and hot meal distribution. It reveals that among those aged 50 or over there is a larger proportion of men who live in greater isolation. On the other hand, their financial situation is slightly better and they have better social security cover.
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Abstract: This article focuses on 2 issues: first, the problems of international comparison; second., the use of triangulation between quantitative and qualitative data.
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Abstract: A summary of studies carried out in the context of the first French statistical survey on homeless people. Carried out by INED in Paris, this large scale quantitative survey aimed at broadening knowledge of a population which increased during the 1990s: the complex and hierarchically organised network of shelters, the definition of the term 'homeless', their way of life, their previous experiences, the competition between the poor with regard to increasingly rare employment and accommodation...
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Abstract: An evaluation of the scientific and ethical problems posed by carrying out statistical surveys on the homeless, and the legitimacy and benefits of such surveys.
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Abstract: A description of the survey on homeless people contacted by outreach services and its main results. These people have not been completely taken into account by previous French surveys on the users of shelters and hot meal distribution such as those of INSEE (2001) and INED (1995). The comparison of the results of various surveys demonstrates that the two populations present different socio-demographic characteristics.

MARPSAT M., VANDERBURG A. (2004). Le monde d'Albert La Panthère. Cybernaute et sans domicile à Honolulu. Paris: Bréal.


Keywords: USA / HONOLULU/ CASE STUDY/ LIFE HISTORY / OBSERVATION-PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION / QUALITATIVE SURVEY / VOICE OF THE HOMELESS / SOCIOLOGY / TRAJECTORY-CAREERS / LIVING CONDITIONS / 2000s 


Abstract: This book is based on the “on-line” diary of Albert Vanderburg, written from the day he found himself homeless on the streets of Honolulu. It is part of the blog phenomenon that has grown on the internet over the last few years. That of Albert Vanderburg describes the succession of both material and moral trials that await the homeless, the way in which they cobble together an existence with the resources at their disposal, and the fragility of these arrangements. It gets rid of a number of ideas concerning the homeless, shows the diversity of their trajectories, and the complexity of their needs, which not only stem from the material aspect of their situation. Including a retrospective section where Albert traces the history of his life, Albert Vanderburg’s blog also shows, in addition to the path of an individual person, how different collective histories in which his generation has participated underlie his trajectory.
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Abstract: An evaluation of the enumeration of the homeless carried out by the Census Bureau in 5 cities in the United States. The observers who monitored the interviewers on the field note that the survey was not carried out homogeneously in the 5 cities. Furthermore, the lists of sites where the homeless gather were incomplete. Other problems result from locating, and making contact with the homeless by the interviewers.
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Abstract: The research examines four homeless night shelters in Budapest on the base of the registration data of homeless (name and date of birth at the entrance) between 1993-1996. The four shelters totally has 171 beds on that 2000 homeless slept during the examined period. The majority of the homeless are middle aged (between 30-50 years old) men between. The lack of elderly people were general among the homeless. Comparing the sample data to the general statistical data for the male population it research concludes several hypothesis for the composition of homeless such as that the majority are divorced. It also shows that the population of the night shelters consists of very different subgroups of homeless from the crisis sleepers (who spends only 1-2 nights there) to homeless who move among more shelters (it is one-seventh of the examined homeless) and the permanent sleepers (who stay for longer in one place, it is only 5-10% of the sample).
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Abstract: The aim of the research was to prove that the homeless’ health condition is significantly worse than the average population’s in order to justify that special health services are needed for homeless. The research compared two sets of data: one about 342 homeless people who were asked in 14 shelters and other places, the other dataset consisted of 911 people who had a registered permanent residence in Budapest represented the adult inhabitants (18 years old or more) of Budapest. The analysed the health conditions, the drinking habits of both groups and tried to understand the homeless populations’ motivations to change their situation. The main results of the research proved that the hypothesis was true: the heart attack, constant nervousness, insomnia was two times, depression four times, broken arm/leg, speech disorder five times, suicide attempt six/seven times, tuberculosis ten times, tapering-off cure is twenty times more frequent in the case homeless men than in the case of male control sample. The difference between the homeless women’ and the female control sample was slightly more favourable.
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Abstract: Study and analysis of homeless people’s relations with family and friends, based on an INSEE survey carried out in France in 2001 on users of shelters and free meal services. The author studies contact with family and friends, violence in the environment, and feelings of isolation and loneliness, etc.
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Abstract: This book presents the results of a study developed in Madrid about the psychopathological epidemiology in homeless people (N=261 homeless persons). The main aim was identify the characteristics of the homeless people with mental diseases. Different variables were assessed: mental diseases (CIDI was the diagnostic instrument used), demographics data, stressful live events, health, etc. Some of the main results were: poor health (worse in the homeless women), a lot of stressful live events (mainly before homelessness), 50% of the sample had substance-related disorders and 35% had non-substance-related disorders (67% of the study subjects had some type of disorder), etc.
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Abstract: This article shows the results of comparing the data about alcohol and other drugs abuse and dependence among the homeless population of Madrid (Spain) and Los Angeles (USA). Data come from two independent studies carried out independently in each city. Both studies used a comparable methodology which included: the same inclusion and diagnostics criteria, representative sampling methods and similar diagnostic structured interviews. In the present study, the data from these two studies are combined in a unique database which allows global and item-to-item comparison between those two studies. The results show different sociodemographic profiles for each city. The life and 12-month prevalence rates of alcohol and other drugs disorders (DSM-III-R) are also different. These are also significant differences in social, emotional and health problems associated to alcohol and other drugs consumption. The Madrid and LA samples also present differences in the time patterns of the beginning of the homelessness situation and the onset of alcohol and drug related disorders.
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Abstract: The book is about psychology and human rights in general and this chapter talks about the relationship between human rights and homeless people, a very vulnerable population. It presents some data about the contravention of these rights in this population in Spain.
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Abstract: The present article describes the results of an analysis of individual differences -using multidimentional strategies- in stressful life event data collected from a representative sample of homeless people (N = 289) in Madrid, Spain, which revealed the existence of three subgroups within the sample. Each subgroup can be defined by the following differentiating characteristics: The first cluster (n = 124) was characterized by economic problems; the second (n = 80) by health problem, alcohol abuse, and death of one or both parents; and the third cluster (n = 50) by an accumulation of stressful life in childhood events and alcohol abuse. In order to define the subgroups, the article also examines the differences found in other variables such as total duration of homelessness, mental and physical health status, and social support availability, among others. The existence of such subgroups within the homeless population emphasizes the importance of designing different interventions for each of these groups, adapted to their diverse needs.
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Abstract: This article describes the stressful life events suffered by a multicenter, randomized sample of 262 homeless adults in Madrid, Spain. Subjects were interviewed with the List of Threatening Experiences, supplemented by nine additional items specifically related to homelessness. Participants then rated each life event in regard to its causal contribution to their homeless situation. Findings showed that homeless people have suffered a mean of 9.1 important stressful events in their lives. Most of these events occurred before (45% of the episodes), or during (39%), the first homelessness episode. In regard to the received causality of the stressful events, the authors found that homeless people have a multicausal view of their own problems. In fact, three categories of events were subjectively related to their current homeless condition: economic problems, breakdown of social ties, and mental illnesses.
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Abstract: In this paper the authors compare rates of mental disorders (major depression, dysthymia, cognitive impairment, and schizophrenia) among homeless people in Madrid and Los Angeles (LA) and examine the ordering of the onset of both conditions (i.e., homelessness and mental disorders). In the Madrid study, 262 homeless persons were interviewed using the CIDI. In the LA study, 1563 homeless persons were interviewed with the DIS. Results showed no significant differences in DSM-III-R life-time prevalence rates of mental disorders between both samples. However, the Madrid sample showed higher 12-month prevalence rates of dysthymia and cognitive impairment as compared to the LA sample. Most subjects across both cities first experienced symptoms of their mental disorders before first becoming homeless. The only significant difference was that all of the depressed adults in Madrid experienced depression prior to first becoming homeless, where as this was the case for only 59.1% of LA depressed homeless people. 
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Abstract: This book presents a qualitative survey about homeless persons with mental health problems in Madrid (N=20). Its main aim was identify the psychosocial factors related to the origin and the maintenance of the homelessness. 
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Abstract: This book describes an investigation developed over the last few years by the authors in Madrid, Spain, whose main objective is to identify the psychosocial factors that explain why a person becomes and/or remains homeless. This work provides data about different areas: social relationships, health status, educational level, employment, stressful live events, etc. of three groups: homeless people, general population, and an at-risk group consisting of homeless-service (i.e. soup kitchens and public baths) users with some place to live. The results shows the differences found among the three groups. 
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Abstract: The PhD study provides an overview of the literature about homelessness in the Netherlands and a philosophical contemplation about the subject. 
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Abstract: The research analysis the data of one of the first homeless shelter in Budapest, which had been operating since only one year at the time of the survey. The survey examined 160 homeless people, the answering for the questionnaire was voluntary. 90% of the homeless was man, among them the average is middle-aged, divorced, many of them had children and most of them did not pay alimony. The research analyses in details the profession, the housing and spatial mobility, the intergeneration mobility, the criminal history, the health condition, the suicide attempt rates and alcohol problems of homeless.
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Abstract: The research firstly deals with the institutional system of homeless services how it changed since 1990. There were a significant increase in the number of day and night/temporary shelters but the number of nursing-homes were very low and also only few settlements operated the street social worker service. Secondly it examined the turnover of the shelters between January in 1992 and May in 1993. The sample consisted of 93 shelters in 45 settlements. The result was that the 3623 beds of the 93 shelters were used by 8998 person during the one and the half year of the examination. One of the interesting results was that only 10% of the homeless used more than one shelters (the initial hypothesis was that quite many homeless wonder among the different shelters).
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Abstract: The research was carried in one of the biggest cities, in Nyíregyháza in Hungary. A survey was conducted among 105 homeless, asking them about the reasons of their homelessness, the period of it, their position in the labour market, their income and social benefits, their last home, etc. The researchers estimated the number of the ‘effective homeless people’ to be around 300-400, the number of those who have spent their nights on the streets at one ‘point in time’ around 200-230 and those who are at risk of becoming homeless (‘potential homeless people’) around 5-6 times higher than the number of the ‘effective homeless people’.
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Abstract: The report gives an overview on the development of homelessness and the homeless providing institution system first, then it analyses the current structure of the institution system and the financing mechanism with an emphasis on the lack of financial resources to operate institutions. At last it outlines the necessary main direction for changing the institution system. It defines on the base of experienced demand the main type of institutions that should be developed: worker hostels, special home for alcoholics, nursing-home for temporary ill homeless, nursing-home for permanently ill person, temporary shelter of homeless families. It also states that the important thing (from this point of view) is not to estimate the number of “effective homeless” but to estimate the demand for the different type of homeless services.
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Abstract: The authors wish to explore the nature of the association between the education of individuals and their behaviour towards homeless people. As the three existing models taking into account the development of personality, socialisation, and ideology  are insufficient, the authors study the consideration of an economic dimension through a telephone survey in 20 of the largest cities in the USA (Waksberg method, 1978).
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Abstract: The author describes the relationship of the homeless to urban space, which is characterised by mobility. By moving around the city, homeless people can remain anonymous and avoid shame. The city also offers them several resources, such as the large number of people to beg from, the multiplicity of spaces that they can claim or where they can isolate themselves, the existence of numerous charitable associations, etc.
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Abstract: A critical analysis of the sampling method used by James Wright on homeless people using mental health care in Minneapolis.
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Abstract: This is a directory of research resulting from the consultation 'The homeless, representations, trajectories, and public policies' (Les "SDF", représentations, trajectoires et politiques publiques) launched in the spring of 1999 by the research section of the Ministry of Equipment, Urban Planning, Construction, and Architecture. The approaches stem from several disciplines (linguistics, philosophy, law, history, anthropology, ethnology, psychology, sociology, demography, geography, economy, urbanism, and politics) in an attempt at understanding the multiple dimensions of the homelessness issue.
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Abstract: This book is the product of a 4-month survey on homeless people. The author describes their trajectories, survival strategies, contact with associations, sociability, etc. The first section traces the history of poverty in France since the Second World War.
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Abstract: Based on a survey carried out in a poor district of Los Angeles in 1985, the authors define a conceptual model for migration of the homeless. According to the survey, homeless people who migrate are generally young people who have not lived for a long period on the street, they are single, white, and have mental problems. Their migration is motivated by the hope of finding employment or improving their living conditions.
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Abstract: A local survey, conducted among 150 street-homeless in Utrecht. Questionnaires have been used to estimate the number of homeless in de region and to describe their characteristics.  
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Abstract: A point in time survey to estimate the numbers and characteristics of the homeless population the city. The data are collected with questionnaires, 203 homeless are interviewed. 
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Abstract: A range of experts are interviewed to provide an estimation of the number of homeless youth in The Netherlands and to evaluate the policy on this particular group of homeless. 
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Abstract: Based on the INSEE survey in France in 2001, this article presents the relationship of homeless people using shelters and food services to employment. It concludes that nearly all of them have had work experience. Three out of ten of the homeless were employed in January 2001, generally as employees or labourers, with an average working week of 32 hours. However, length of service in their employment is short. A third of the homeless are seeking work.
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Abstract: Based on the INSEE survey in France in 2001, this article presents the state of health of the people using shelters and food services. As a result of difficult living conditions, this population has a more fragile state of health than the general population. Thus, 16% of them consider themselves to be in bad health, and one out of four consider themselves to be depressed. 10% suffer from respiratory diseases, or from the after-effects of accidents or serious illnesses. Homeless people visit doctors quite regularly, but not dentists.
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Abstract: A positive analysis of the methodology and results of the homelessness study in New York and Philadelphia carried out by Dennis P. Culhane. It is a study based on credible statistics (as they take into account entire periods and make it possible to record movements of departure and return) and demonstrates the diversity of the homeless.
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Abstract: A study of the origins of homelessness and of its evolution between the 1960s and the 1980s. Following a presentation of the problems faced by researchers attempting a precise and reliable evaluation of the scale of homelessness, the author analyses the living conditions of the homeless and their demographic characteristics, stating that it increasingly affected young people, blacks, women, and children in the 1980s.
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Abstract: Taking into account the way in which homelessness was measured in Chicago, the article pleads in favour of applied social sciences, whose contribution remains under-estimated. Social policies are generally based on paradigms which do not recognise researchers in social science, while research on homelessness would make it possible to understand the process and to implement reforms.
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Abstract: The article presents the history of homelessness since the Second World War and the multiplication of shelters and of the research into that which the author calls the 'homelessness industry'. He then analyses the way in which homelessness has become a social problem and the different definitions that it has received. Finally, he presents the policies adopted to tackle the problem of homelessness, starting with the example of the Stuart A. McKinney Act (1986). For the author, the disadvantage of the programmes adopted is that they respond to the consequences of homelessness and not to the conditions that caused it.
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Abstract: This work attempts to break from the stereotypes applied to homeless people by presenting the different profiles of this population, the different temporalities (chronic and episodic homelessness), and the evolution of homelessness. Anxious for the social sciences to contribute to the definition of social policies, he proposes solutions relative to the different situations.
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Abstract: The authors present the results and the methodological contributions of a survey carried out in Chicago, likely to fill certain gaps in the definition and the measurement of homelessness.
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Abstract: According to this article, the 1.5 million young homeless people in the United States frequently display sexual behaviour and drug practices which increase the risk of infection from the AIDS virus. The author concludes that social policies, prevention programmes, and treatment centres should increasingly take this population into consideration, and should plan their action at a national level.
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Abstract: This study first of all tackles the issues of methodology, definition, and typology in the study of the homeless. Then, based on participant observation and interviews with the homeless and managers of social services in Austin (Texas) at the same time, it describes the different profiles, situations, trajectories, and the survival strategies of the homeless.
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Abstract: The authors study the way in which the homeless build their identity and their relationships with others, and distinguishes three attitudes with regard to the characteristics that are generally attributed to the homeless: distancing, which rejects these characteristics; embracement, which accepts them; and fictive storytelling, which constructs an imaginary identity.
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Abstract: Following a critical overview of certain methods for analysing homelessness and the social risks that they comprise, the authors formulate new proposals for research.
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Abstract: Based on a survey carried out in Texas, and adopting certain ethnographical methods, the authors criticise the “myth” of widespread mental illness among the homeless population.
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Abstract: The article briefly discuss the legislation connected to “right to housing” pointing out that the right to housing is not a constitutional right in Hungary, the constitution only declare the right to social security, which, in the case of homelessness, means an obligation for the state to establish relevant social services such as shelters etc . Then it discusses the main features of housing system and the related subsidies, and also identifies the vulnerable groups threatened by homelessness.
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Abstract: The authors present a longitudinal survey (6 months) on the residential trajectory of the homeless in Minneapolis. The survey exposes the instability of resources and the alternating of periods with or without accommodation.
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Abstract: Based on observations made in the field at the time of the survey, the article evaluates the method used in 1900 by the Census Bureau to enumerate the homeless in Phoenix.
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Abstract: From a series of studies that demonstrate the problems of residents of shelters in proceeding towards independent living, the article criticises the professional and institutional nature of these shelters which lock the residents away instead of helping them to get out of the situation.
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Abstract: The homeless are a difficult population to reach and therefore the issue of sampling is essential for carrying out surveys and for reliability. The article presents various methods and in particular that of capture-recapture.
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Abstract: This work studies the stigmatisation and opposition to certain categories of the population, such as the homeless, and people infected with AIDS, by taking into account the composition of the American society into “communities”. Contextual conditions such as reorganisation at the level of the economy and social protection, the role of institutions, but also that of communities are essential elements for understanding the social construction of stigma.
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Abstract: The study is based on a quantitative research that consists of 100 interviews with homeless people. The study has a significant importance as it was the first one dealing with the problem of homelessness after the WWII. The study discusses in details what kind shelters the homeless finds for themselves, what income resources they have and what lifestyles they live and what their motivations are to become homeless. On the base of these investigations the study sets up the categories of the different subgroups of homeless and it states that the homeless society has an inner structure as well. Regarding the exit from homelessness the study declares that the chance for it is not equal for everyone, mainly those can exit who chose homelessness as an alternative lifestyle and still have their family background but for the majority this marginalized situation remains permanent.
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Abstract: In this longitudinal PhD study, that is based on a sociological, psychological and ethnological point of view, a cohort of 84 street homeless has been tracked in the period between 1993 and 2001. It is a qualitative study. It describes trajectory’s in- and out of homelessness, as well as their social ties, survival strategies and interaction with institutions. 
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Abstract: This article describes results of a project investigating the sociodemographic characteristics of the homeless in Madrid and examining the complex relationships among homelessness, mental health and stressful life events. The data are directly related to homeless in Madrid, but they will compare with results from studies in other European and North American cities.
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Abstract: This chapter describes homeless situation in Spain: used definitions, homeless prevalence, socio-demographical characteristics, services for homeless people, etc.
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Abstract: The aim of this study was to describe the lifetime and 12-month prevalence of DSM-II-R/CIDI mental disorders among the homeless population of Madrid. A total of 261 homeless subjects, sampled from different sites, participated in the study. In terms of DSM-III-R lifetime rates, 50% of the sample had substance-related disorders and 35% had non-substance-related disorders. In total, 67% of the study subjects had some type of disorder. The lifetime prevalence of schizophrenia (4%) was lower than reported in most previous studies. Although the mental illness pattern is similar to that observed in studies using the same diagnostic methods, the results reported here show a lower prevalence of drug abuse and schizophrenic disorders. The reasons for these cultural differences and their implications for international public health research are discussed.
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Abstract: This book describes a study that is part of a larger investigation developed in Madrid. It analyses the basic resources used by homeless people in Madrid starting from the prospects of their users. The research was based on a representative sample (n=289) taken out of the whole of the resources in shelters and soup kitchens network. The sample was weighted considered on how likely the individual would be to contact twice in two different resources. The results show that, without significant differences concerning the gender, it is not difficult to have access to the different welfare services, although more than 22% of homeless people in Madrid have problems to spend a night or get food; more than 15% have difficulties to tidy themselves up and it is not easy for more than 35% to get clothes. There is an acceptable idea of the devices that we can find in Madrid. The aspects people feel more unsatisfied by are shortage of devices; lack of intimacy and the rest of users. The main reasons why they go without all these resources are "not being willing to use them", "not needing help", "being unaware of their existence", "problems with opening and closing times" and "problems with other users". General and Emergency Health Services are well-known as well as used by homeless people.
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Abstract: This is the presentation of the results of the survey started in 1986 (HMD Program) in California on homelessness, and on mentally ill homeless people. One section evaluates the survey itself and comments on the HMD Program.
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Abstract: A point in time survey on the number and characteristics of the homeless population in Rotterdam. This local study is also focussing on the financial situation of the homeless.
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Abstract: Presentation of the method with which a group of researchers and militants carried out a survey in Nashville (Tennessee) in 1983 in order to enumerate the homeless. According to the author, this method could be used at a national level in order to guarantee the reliability of the results.
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Abstract: This article presents several methodological considerations resulting from a survey carried out in 1983 by a group of researchers and militants in Nashville (Tennessee) in order to enumerate the homeless. The author considers in a critical manner the possibility of generalising this method at a national level.

WOITRAIN E. (1995). "CHRS, lieux d'accueil pour adultes isolés et familles" [Long-stay hostels and rehabilitation centres (CHRS) for lone adults and families]. Solidarité santé, (2), 55-66.


Keywords: FRANCE / EUROPE / SHELTER / FAMILY / SINGLE PEOPLE / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY / POINT IN TIME SURVEY / QUESTIONNAIRE SERVICE PROVIDERS 

WOITRAIN E. (1999). "Hébergement social : environ 35 000 adultes et enfants sans logement sont hébergés en établissement" [Public accommodation: Roughly 35,000 homeless adults and children use hostel facilities]. Etudes et résultats, (10), 1-7.


Keywords: FRANCE / POLICY / HOUSING / SHELTER / CHILD / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY / POINT IN TIME SURVEY / QUESTIONNAIRE SERVICE PROVIDERS / 1990s

WOITRAIN E. (1999). "Les personnes hébergées par les CHRS : des hommes et des femmes en grande difficulté sociale" [Men and women experiencing severe social exclusion]. Etudes et Résultats, (29), 1-7.


Keywords: FRANCE / EUROPE / SHELTER / YOUTH / SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICAL CHARACTERISTICS / RESOURCES / SINGLE PARENT FAMILY / DOUBLING-UP / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY / TRAJECTORY-CAREERS / QUANTITATIVE SURVEY / POINT IN TIME SURVEY / QUESTIONNAIRE SERVICE PROVIDERS / 1990s


Abstract: Based on a quantitative survey, this article presents the socio-demographic composition of people using social rehabilitation shelters in France (Centres d’hébergement et de réinsertion sociale - CHRS), with the exception of emergency accommodation and day centres.
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Abstract: This national monitor, by Trimbos-institute, provides an update every two year of all the data that are available about the homeless population, institutions and policy. They collect record based data, as well as research data. Another aim is to construct a more solid and widely accepted definition of homelessness.
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Abstract: This local study provides an insight in the number and characteristics of homeless in The Hague. 
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Abstract: This work presents the various aspects of the phenomenon of homelessness in general. It thus presents the available statistical data, structural conditions such as housing shortage, and the socio-demographic context, certain aspects of the trajectories of the homeless, their socio-demographic characteristics, and the role of the State, etc.
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Abstract: The article presents the methods developed by five teams in the same number of cities in order to study the homeless and to verify the enumeration of the general population census of 1990.
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Abstract: The way homeless people use the city is not irrational, it has a direction and obeys principles, expectations, and frustrations. On the basis of this fact, this work studies the way in which the homeless live in cities, their practices, strategies, representations, and views.
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